@Congress of the Anited States
Washington, BE 20515

January 8§, 2019

The Honorable Peter Gaynor

Acting Administrator

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Federal Center Plaza

500 C St, SW

Washington, DC 20472

Dear Acting Administrator Gaynor:

We write to you with great dismay and concern as the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) moves forward with its decision to litigate claims to the settlement fund for
wildfire victims established by PG&E in their ongoing bankruptcy case. We believe this decision
by FEMA jeopardizes the intended purpose of the fund, which was established to provide some
measure of justice and restitution to thousands of households victimized by wildfires in Northern
California in 2017 and 2018.

This claim by FEMA in the federal bankruptcy court puts at risk the possibility that the
thousands of families still struggling to rebuild their lives will not receive the restitution they
deserve. The inequity of this situation is evident, as we are told by victims that they were
reassured by FEMA that they would not face additional costs when accepting federal offers of
debris removal. Not only does this reversal by FEMA betray these promises, it will serve to
undermine any future effort to coordinate rebuilding and debris removal in response to future
natural disasters as FEMA'’s reputation as an honest and fair partner will be diminished.

This decision by FEMA has the potential to undermine FEMA’s reputation as an honest
and fair partner. We ask that you reconsider your decision to pursue a claim in federal
bankruptcy court, based on law and regulation, or administrative and other decisions.
Additionally, we request a meeting as soon as possible to understand the reasonings behind this
claim. Given the February 11th hearing scheduled in the federal bankruptcy court, time is of the
essence for FEMA to reconsider this approach. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

MIKE THOMPSON
Member of Congress ber of Congress
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