
 

December 16, 2020 

 

The Honorable David Bernhardt  

Secretary  

U.S. Department of the Interior  

1849 C Street, N.W.  

Washington, DC 20240 

 

Dear Secretary Bernhardt, 

We write in strong opposition to the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) efforts to take the next steps 

to hold a lease sale in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Arctic Refuge), as well as to Kaktovik Inupiat 

Corporation’s (KIC) application to conduct seismic exploration on the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge. 

It is wholly unacceptable that the Trump administration is working to hold a lease sale as one of its final 

actions. Following the results of the 2020 election, this decision should be left to the incoming Biden 

administration. We oppose all oil and gas exploration and development activities on the Coastal Plain of 

the Arctic Refuge. The Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge is a national treasure that is no place for oil and 

gas development. It is also sacred to the Gwich’in, who call it the “sacred place where life begins” due to 

its critical role as the calving grounds of the Porcupine Caribou Herd, on which they depend for their food 

supply and their entire way of life.  

The oil and gas leasing program was adopted in violation of numerous laws that protect the Coastal Plain 

and ensure the integrity of the decision-making process. In its rush to lease, this administration has failed 

to uphold the public trust, failed to protect the purposes of the Arctic Refuge, and cut corners in its 

obligations to involve the public and engage in adequate consultation with the Gwich’in and other tribes. 

As a result of these violations, BLM’s actions to date are currently the subject of four separate lawsuits. 

Before moving forward with these proposals, the BLM must remedy these legal deficiencies and ensure 

full compliance with numerous federal laws — including the Alaska National Interest Lands 

Conservation Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, the 

Wilderness Act, the Endangered Species Act, the Tax Act, and the National Wildlife Refuge System 

Administration Act —  not run roughshod over them.  

BLM’s call for nominations and actions to hold a lease sale are ill-advised in light of current market 

conditions, which do not warrant a lease sale. Any lease sale is likely to fall far short of the $2 billion in 

revenue promised as part of the Tax Act. Additionally, nearly every major bank and investment firm has 

committed to not develop in the Arctic because of the substantial risks involved, with many of those 

banks pointing directly to the economic and reputational risk of drilling in the Arctic Refuge as a major 

concern. Major oil and gas companies are reducing their exploration and development budgets, focusing 

on core areas where resources are well defined and cost effective to develop, and leaving alone complex 

and risky environments such as the Arctic.  In addition, development poses large risks for communities, 

species, and our planet and would undermine 60 years of conservation action at a time when the climate 

crisis is on the brink of tipping past the point of no return.  

BLM should also reject KIC’s proposal to conduct seismic exploration on the Coastal Plain of the Arctic 

Refuge. The risks of seismic exploration have not been adequately analyzed and threaten the Coastal 

Plain and its resources, including denning polar bears. The cursory summary of the seismic proposal 

released to the public raises serious concerns about the proposed activities and the significant impacts 



 

likely to occur to the Coastal Plain. This woefully inadequate document makes it impossible for the public 

to understand or comment on the full array of impacts from this seismic exploration proposal. Based on 

the limited information provided to the public to date, the impacts are likely to be significant and long-

lasting. BLM must thoroughly and comprehensively analyze the impacts to all Coastal Plain resources 

and ensure that it is meeting all legal obligations. The analysis should be completed through an 

Environmental Impact Statement with significant and robust public involvement. BLM should not fast-

track or shortcut its review of this proposal. We believe that a proper analysis will indicate that the 

proposal is likely to cause significant harm and should be rejected.  

We urge the Trump administration to not hold a lease sale in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and to 

reject KIC’s application for seismic exploration. Moving forward with a lease sale now, in the remaining 

few weeks of the Trump presidency, is crass and reckless political posturing, not thoughtful energy 

policy. Instead, we ask the Trump administration to reverse course and fully consider the legal, fiscal, 

cultural, social, economic and environmental impacts of these actions, and halt any authorizations for 

exploration or development. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Jared Huffman 

Member of Congress 

 

Raúl M. Grijalva 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Nanette Diaz Barragán 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Donald S. Beyer Jr. 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Suzanne Bonamici  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Julia Brownley 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Tony Cárdenas  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Salud Carbajal  

Member of Congress 
 

 

Ed Case  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Sean Casten 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Kathy Castor 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Yvette D. Clarke 

Member of Congress 
 

 

David N. Cicilline  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Steve Cohen 

Member of Congress 



 

 

 

Gerald E. Connolly  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Jim Cooper 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Peter DeFazio 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Mark DeSaulnier 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Ted Deutch  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Diana DeGette 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Bill Foster 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Ruben Gallego 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Jesús G. "Chuy" García 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Jimmy Gomez 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Jim Himes  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Pramila Jayapal 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr. 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Ro Khanna 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Dan Kildee  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Ann Kirkpatrick 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Raja Krishnamoorthi 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Ann McLane Kuster 

Member of Congress 
 

 

Rick Larsen  

Member of Congress 

 

 

John B. Larson 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Barbara Lee 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Mike Levin 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Alan Lowenthal 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Carolyn B. Maloney 

Member of Congress 



 

 

 

Doris O. Matsui 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Donald A. McEachin  

Member of Congress 

 

 

James P. McGovern 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Jerrold Nadler 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Grace F. Napolitano 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Ilhan Omar 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Frank Pallone, Jr. 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Chellie Pingree 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Katie Porter 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Ayanna Pressley 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Mike Quigley 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Jamie Raskin 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Jan Schakowsky 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Kim Schrier, M.D. 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Elissa Slotkin 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Adam Smith  

Member of Congress 

 

 

Darren Soto 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Abigail Spanberger 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Jackie Speier 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Thomas Suozzi 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Mike Thompson 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Juan Vargas 

Member of Congress 



 

 

 

Nydia M. Velázquez 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Maxine Waters 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Peter Welch 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Lori Trahan 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Bonnie Watson Coleman 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Derek Kilmer 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Stephen F. Lynch  

Member of Congress 

 

 

John Yarmuth 

Member of Congress 

 

 

John P. Sarbanes 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Joe Neguse 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Chris Pappas 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Rashida Tlaib 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Bobby L. Rush 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Joseph P. Kennedy, III 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Joseph D. Morelle 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Emanuel Cleaver, II 

Member of Congress 

 

 

William R. Keating 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Tom O’Halleran 

Member of Congress 

 

 


